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THE CHARIOTEER OF DELPHI 



In his publication of the monuments in the Athens National 
Museum J Svoronos has given us the arguments which led him 
to identify the so-called Charioteer of Delphi with the principal 
figure of the group dedicated. by the Cyrenaeans. Pausanias 
(X, 15, 6) catalogues this group as follows : Kvptjvaloi Be 
avedecrav ev Ae\<f>ol<; Barro!/ eirl apfiari, 8? e? Aiftvrjv tfyaye a<f>a$ 
vavcrlv eic %rjpa<;. ■f]v(oj(o<; fiev tov apfiaros eari Kvpijvi), eirl Be rq 
ap/xan Barro? re ical Aiftvr) <TTe<$>avov<rd ecrriv avrov. etroirjcre Be 
'Afi<f>i(ov ' A«e'oTO/}o? Kvmcratos. The discovered fragments of the 
group can be assigned to their places piece by piece, according 
to the description of Pausanias. Difficulties are encountered 
only in harmonizing the inscriptions on the base with the other 
facts in our possession, and it now seems possible to solve at 
least a part of this problem. 

We must assume that Pausanias saw the actual inscription at 
Delphi, since he describes the group so carefully, or at least that 
the tradition he used did not contradict what was chiselled on 
the stone where every casual visitor to the sanctuary might read 
it. If now we base upon the text of Pausanias our recon- 
struction of the two hexameter lines that represent the amended 
reading, we notice first that, as Svoronos argues, it was the 
Cyrenaeans who dedicated the monument and not Polyzalos. 
We must therefore supply the equivalent of Bafios 'Kvpavauov 

1 To iv 'A0i}>>ats "EBvucbv Mou<r«oi<, reCxos 3-4, a. 132-134. Cf. also Fouilles de 
Delphes, pi. xlix, 1 ; Comptes Bendus de VAcad. des Inscr. 1896, pp. 178, 186, 
362-388 ; Monuments Piot, IV (1897), pp. 169-208 ; Jahrbuch des Arch. Inst. 
(Anzeiger), 1902, p. 12 ; Berliner phil. Wochenschrift, 1905, S. 1358 ff. and 1549. 
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in the lacuna as subject of the predicate in the singular, 
A\ANEOHK[e. The second verse will then be complete : 

Sa/xos Kvpavas,] ov ae£ eviovvp. A7roXX[ov. 

Pausanias tells us : aveOeaav . . . Tidrrov . . . o? e? Aiftvrjv 
tfyaye cr<^a?, and it may well be that we have in these words an 
echo of what was conveyed in the lost part of the first line of 
the inscription. That the statue or group is represented as 
speaking is evidenced by the fi aveOrjKe. 1 

My conjecture for the two verses is then : 

BaTTos KTUTTiop up! • 6 7r]oXv£aXos fi avi6r)K\_t 
Sajuos Kvpacas,] ov at£' evtawp.' "AiroXX[ov. 

We may note that ktuttw/s is used by Pindar of Hieron, 
tyrant of Syracuse : 

owes o toi \iy<j>, tfidiiav lepwv 
bpMvvpa irartp Krurrop AiTvas. 2 

and by Euripides : 

Icora 8 avrov, KTwrrop' 'AcaaSos xj&ovos. 3 

Of the appropriateness of 7roXv£aXo?, which is now an adjec- 
tive and no longer a proper name, the following are sufficient 
examples : 

valov a&turifioai 

XaXxaoTriSes ypffleoi 
aw 7roXv^X<p /Sao-iXei. 4 

Tax * s So/^ovs crovs tov iroXi'f^Xov trocnv 
rjieiv tfaavivra. (tvv Kpa.ru viKij^opto." 

u> irXovre. ko.1 rvpavvl Kal ri^yr] ri^y-ty; 
virep<t>cpov<ra t<S iro\v£i)\<ti /3iu>. 

1 The way in which Pausanias refers to the principal figure rather than to the 
whole group in his description is also in accord with our line of argument. 

2 Pindar, Frag. 71 (Boeckh). » Euripides, Ion 74. 

4 Bacchylides, X, 63 ft 6 Sophocles, Track. 185 f. « Id. O. T. 380 f. 
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II 

In restoring the line which has been erased and of which 
traces as follows have been found ]AA§ A/VE. ... A. *[, we 
can be sure only of the ave[0eice\. One is tempted to follow 
this by Be, and to complete the line by a dissyllabic adjective 
qualifying [Sa/to?] in 1. 2; but the evidence at our disposal is 
not extensive enough to be decisive. 

Neither can the restoration _ ro _ ^73. 'ApieeaC] \o? be ac- 
cepted wholly without reservation, because, in the first place, 
it makes a very awkward verse, and, in the second place, 
there are too many possibilities in \(S, v, ajas to allow us 
to be sure of any one reading. On the other hand, the 
relations of Arkesilas with Delphi, and the political situation 
in Cyrene connected with his reign and expulsion, make out 
a very plausible case for this the last of the Battids and give 
us an explanation for the presence of both Cyrene and Libya 
in the group. In commemoration of his victories in the 
chariot race at the Pythian games Arkesilas had dedicated 
a group in which he appeared in a chariot crowned by Nike 
while Cyrene conducted his triumphal progress. When the 
monument was taken from him and assigned to Battus, Nike 
was no longer appropriate, and became " Libya," although she 
was really little more from that time on than a duplicate of 

Cyrene. 

Oliver M. Washburn. 
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